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Panel proposal submission format 

 

Title of the panel 

 
International challenges to decentralized government 
 

 
Contact person and/or chair of the panel (name, surname(s), affiliated 
institution, country, contact details) 

 
Hans Vollaard, Utrecht University School of Governance, the Netherlands, 
j.p.vollaard@uu.nl  
 

 
All chairperson(s) and/or organizers (name, surname(s), affiliated institution, 
country, contact details) 

 
Marcel Boogers, Twente University, the Netherlands, m.j.g.j.a.boogers@utwente.nl  
 
Hans Vollaard, Utrecht University School of Governance, the Netherlands, 
j.p.vollaard@uu.nl  
 

 
Key words 

 
Local government; Europeanization; multi-level governance; Sustainable Development 
Goals;  
 
 

 
Description of the panel and proposed theme (max. 1.000 words) 

Theme: Europeanization and internationalization of decentralized governments 
 
Description: Even though municipalities have dealt with international challenges of trade, 
immigration and pandemics long before, they have been facing an expanding layer of 
international and European organisations involved with health policies, market regulation, 
and the (free) movement of persons. The key issue of this panel is to explain how 
municipalities have adapted to this development. More in particular, the focus is how this 
adaptation has affected local democracy. 
The adaptation to European and international politics by decentralized governments 
includes efforts to influence EU and international policy-making (uploading), to obtain 
subsidies from EU and international organisations and implementation of EU and 
international law (downloading), as well as networking among decentralized governments 
across national borders (cross-loading). Research on these issues is still in need for 
further development. On the one hand it suffers from fragmented scholarly attention 
across various fields of expertise, such as political geography (often focusing on economic 
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glocalization), environmental studies (descriptive studies of implementing EU and 
international law), and law (analyses of the correct implementation of EU and 
international law). On the other hand, there is still a lack of explanations from a 
governance perspective how decentralized governments adapt to European and 
international developments. Scholarly attention foremost focuses on adaptation to the EU. 
In addition, studies of other decentralized governments than big cities (such as provinces, 
water boards, single purpose jurisdictions, and smaller sized municipalities) are still scarce 
in this respect. That also holds for the influence of internationalization and 
Europeanization on the quality of local democracy. The question is still open whether 
citizens and their representatives influence decentralized decision-making, despite the 
constraints of EU and international law (in addition to intermunicipal cooperation and 
national law). It also unclear to what extent decentralized governments can provide the 
services their citizens prefer while being dependent on so many other governments, public 
and private organizations worldwide to deliver them.  
As part of the NIG Research Colloquium Multi-level Democracy, this panel thus brings 
scholars from a various background together to study the adaptation of decentralized 
governments to internationalization and Europeanization, also to assess the quality of 
decentralized democracy in the era of multi-level governance. The aim is to publish the 
various contributions in a special issue of Bestuurswetenschappen.  
 
List of relevant literature: 
- Bondarouk, E. (2019). The practice of making EU policies work: implementation performance, 

local governments, and air quality [diss.] Nijmegen: Radboud University Nijmegen. 
- Bever, E. van, Reynaert, H. & Steyvers, K. (eds) The road to Europe: Main street or backward 

alley for local governments in Europe? Brugge: Vanden Broele 
- Dossi, S. (2017) Cities and the European Union: Mechanisms and modes of Europeanisation. 

Colchester: ECPR Press. 
- Hamedinger, A., Bartik, H., & Wolffhardt, A. (2008). The Impact of EU Area-based Programmes 

on Local Governance: Towards Europeanisation'?. Urban Studies, 45(13), 2669-2687. 
- Heiden, N. van der (2010) Urban foreign policy and domestic dilemmas: Insights from Swiss 

and EU city-regions. Colchester: ECPR Press. 
- Hoetjes, B. (2009) Trends and issues in municipal twinnings from the Netherlands. Habitat 

International, 33(2), 157-164. 
- Huggins, C. (2018) Subnational transnational networking and the continuing process of local-

level Europeanization. European Urban and Regional Studies, 25(2), 206-227. 
- Kern, K. (2019). Cities as leaders in EU multilevel climate governance: embedded upscaling of 

local experiments in Europe, Environmental Politics, 28(1), pp. 125-145. 
- Kübler, D. & Piliutyte (2007). Intergovernmental relations and international urban strategies: 

Constraints and opportunities in multilevel politics. Environment and Planning C: government 
and policy. 25(3), 357-373 

- Reckien et al. (2018). How are cities planning to respond to climate change? Assessment of 
local climate plans from 885 cities in the EU-28, Journal of Cleaner Production, pp. 207-219. 

- Verhelst, T. (2019). Vlaamse steden en gemeenten in de EU: van onverschillig naar proactief? 
Een stand van zaken anno 2019. In Verrekijkers voor lokale besturen. Een lange (re) 
termijnvisie?! Brugge: Vanden Broele. 75-103. 

- Wurzel, K.W.R., Moulton, J.F.G., Osthorst, W., Mederake, L., Deutz, P., Jonas A.E.G. (2019). 
Climate pioneership and leadership in structurally disadvantaged maritime port cities, 
Environmental Politics, 28(1), pp. 146-166. 

 
 
Type of papers and topic expected as submissions to panel 

 
The panel invites paper givers to address the adaptation of decentralized governments to 
international and European developments, and its implications for decentralized 
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democracy: does it enhance the say of citizens and their representatives in decision-
making? And offers it more opportunities to deliver the services their citizens prefer? This 
involves papers on European and international lobbying and networking by all kinds of 
decentralized governments, and the formal and practical implementation of EU and 
international law by decentralized governments at a variety of areas (such as climate; 
migration; social affairs; discrimination). Emphatically invited in addition to PhDs and 
other scholars from public administration and political science, are scholars of law, policy 
studies, and economics allowing to mutually enrich the understanding of the issue at 
hand. Practitioners involved with EU and international politics (such as VNG International; 
and EU lobbyists of municipalities and provinces) are also welcome to share their 
experiences with the scholars present. 
 

 
Proposed list of (senior) members to be invited 

 
Accepted our invitation: 
Prof. Dr. Caspar van den Berg (Rijksuniversiteit Groningen) 
Dr. Elena Bondarouk (Universiteit Leiden) 
Prof. Mr. Barbara Oomen (Universiteit Utrecht) 
Dr. Tom Verhelst (Universiteit Gent) 
Eduard Delputte (Universiteit Gent) 
 
The 7 local NIG PhD’s are yet to be invited, as well as other scholars doing research on 
Europeanization and internationalization of decentralized government 
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