
 

 

Dear Friend of NIG, 

 

You receive this newsletter because you are connected to the NIG network. We 

will update you every three months on our new courses and recent 

developments. In this e-mail we look back on a great conference, the report of 

the State of PhDs, look ahead to the spring course schedule, and much more... 
 

  

  

• International Advisory Council 

• New episodes Science Dates 

• Editors Webinar 

• Message from the PhD 

Council 

• VB Essay contest 

In this newsletter... 

• Looking back on the NIG 

conference, Supervisor of the 

Year & Van Poeljeprize award 

• State of PhDs report 

• Course schedule Spring 2023 

• Special opportunity: tutorials 

  

 

 

https://www.nigovernance.nl/


 

Looking back on the NIG conference 

  

 

  

 

• We welcomed over 200 participants from the Netherlands and Flanders! 

• We hosted sixteen panels covering topics from steet-level bureaucracy 

to democratic innovation. 

• Together with the Vereniging voor Bestuurskunde, we hosted the 

dialogue "The drama of democracy: rethinking the rule of law in public 

governance" 

 



 

Best Supervisor 

of the year 
 

 

On behalf of the NIG PhD 

council, Prof. dr. Sandra van 

Thiel from Eurasmus University 

Rotterdam was awarded the 

Supervisor of the Year 2022 Award.  

 

Sandra van Thiel offers “the perfect 

amount of autonomy”. She was 

already nominated years before, and 

apparently stayed a very good 

supervisor. 

 

Van Poeljeprize 

for Best 

Dissertation 
This year, Sylke Jaspers, with her 

dissertation called ‘By the public, for 

the public? Coping with value 

conflicts in the co-production of 

public services’, supervised by prof. 

dr. Trui Steen won the Van 

Poeljeprize for Best Dissertation. 

Sylke currently works at the Institute 

for the government of the Catholic 

University of Leuven.  

 

 

 

State of PhDs 2018-2022 

What do PhD theses look like in public administration and political science? 

How many articles are part of PhDs, are they published and who are authors? 

And are there still monographs in the field (answer: yes, quite some). 

NIG analyzed as much as possible all PhD-theses defended in 2018-2021 in 

public administration and political science, in addition to focus groups and a 

survey of PhDs. 

 

The report analyzes a variety of PhD theses and supervision practices; which is 

positive as such. However, the analyses also point to some areas of concern, 



 

relating to uncertainties about expectations, several questions relating to (co-

)authored articles, and how PhDs are helped to prepare themselves for 

subsequent career steps.  

Click here for the full report  

 

  

 

 

Course Schedule Spring 2023 

 

Managing Public Organizations and 

Employees in a Challenging Environment: a 

Macro, Meso, and Micro Perspective 

In this course, we identify changes that are 

relevant to public service provision in various 

contexts (e.g., educational, health and security 

sector), and discuss what these changes mean to 

successful management of public organizations 

and employees from a macro, meso and micro 

perspective. Read more 

17-19 January 

 

Brenda Vermeeren 

Carina Schott 

+ guests 

https://www.nigovernance.nl/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NIG-State-of-PhDs.pdf
https://www.nigovernance.nl/managing-public-organization-and-employees-in-a-challenging-environment/
https://www.nigovernance.nl/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NIG-State-of-PhDs.pdf


 

Formulating and Answering Research 

Questions 

We discuss how different methodological 

assumptions underlying research are manifested in 

designing research projects and in analyzing and 

presenting the data collected in the context of this 

design. In particular, we will cover the construction 

of research questions; the selection of research 

goals; the fit between goals, questions and research 

design; the selection of cases or sites to research 

and evidence to collect; and strategies for 

enhancing the trustworthiness (e.g., reliability, 

validity, credibility) and relevance (generalizability, 

practical significance, and scientific contribution) of 

research projects. Read more 

  

13-17 February 

 

Merlijn van Hulst 

Dimiter Toshkov 

 

Getting it Published 

Investing time and energy in conducting excellent 

research makes no sense if you can’t get it 

published. This workshop adopts a very hands-on 

approach towards the publication process and 

provides you with many tips and tricks and rich 

personal experiences from the instructor. We will 

cover all aspects of the publication process, 

including writing, reviewing, revising, and outlet 

targeting. ‘Getting it published’ is a skill that can 

learned and trained, and involves strategic and 

political considerations as much as quality 

management. Read more 

15 May 

 

Zeger van der Wal 

https://www.nigovernance.nl/formulating-and-answering-research-questions/
https://www.nigovernance.nl/getting-it-published/


 

Governance in a Glocal Society 

In this course we zoom in on possible governance 

approaches and strategies to make the complexity 

that comes with glocalization manageable. We 

specifically focus on 'multilevel governance', and 

closely related forms of governance such as 

'experimentalist governance'. We explore the 

pressures on the central state particularly from 

below, but also from above. We discuss what the 

interdependency between these different levels and 

the necessity for local tailor-made solutions imply 

for compliance with policies which address 

transboundary societal challenges. Read more 

5-7 June 

 

Martijn Groenleer 

Elena Bondarouk 

 

Responsibility and Integrity in Research and 

Advice 

If you have the idea that being a good scientist is 

more than being a methodologically trained 

researcher, but are wondering what exactly being 

a good scientist might entail, this is your course. 

What, if anything, is the social responsibility of the 

social scientist? By together studying some 

classical texts on this question and by debating 

experiences with a set of exemplary senior 

colleagues in our field, we will try to develop and 

sharpen your ideas on issues of scientific 

responsibility, engagement in politics, dealing with 

controversial issues, and academic 

integrity. Read more 

12-15 June 

 

Berry Tholen 

Patrick Overeem 

+ guests 
 

Diversity in Research Design and Practice 

A course that contains a substantive, scientific part 

about diversity in public governance, and a practical 

part about diversity in data collection, research 

practice, and the academic workplace. 

26 June 

 

Mary Feeney 

https://www.nigovernance.nl/governance-in-a-glocal-society/
https://www.nigovernance.nl/integrity-and-responsibility-in-research-and-advice/


 

This course will be followed by an optional half day 

course by Joyce Sylvester on diversity in 

governance practice. Read more 

 

Collaborative Governance for Public Value, 

Innovation, and the Role of Leadership 

In this course, we explore the question of how to 

design collaborative arenas that capitalize the 

abovementioned advantages and elaborate on 

conditions to create successful collaboration. We 

hereby pay specific attention to the role of (political) 

leadership and management in shaping 

collaborative arenas. Read more 

3-5 July 

 

Eva Sørensen 

Jacob Torfing 

Lieselot Vandenbussche 

Click here to apply 

 

 

 

Back again: tutorials 
NIG has reinstated the opportunity for PhD-candidates to do a tutorial. Tutorials 

offer the opportunity to work with an expert as a tutor on a specific substantive 

or methodological topic. This is of particular interest for PhD candidates whose 

projects require substantive, theoretical or methodological expertise beyond 

what supervisors offer. This actually applies to some degree for all PhD-

projects. Beyond that, tutorials are rewarding and inspiring for PhD candidates 

but also for seniors, who are generally happy to serve as tutors. Interested? 

See how it works here. 

 

https://www.nigovernance.nl/diversity-in-research-design-and-practice/
https://www.nigovernance.nl/collaborative-governance-for-public-value-innovation-and-the-role-of-leadership/
https://www.nigovernance.nl/apply-for-phd-courses/
https://www.nigovernance.nl/tutorials/


 

NIG International Advisory council 
The NIG International advisory board meets for the first time in March 2023. 

The Board provides advice for the teaching program from an international 

academic perspective. They also provide advice on NIGs strategy to reach out 

to international PhD candidates who may be interested to participate in some of 

NIGs courses. We are honored that these great scholars are willing to help NIG 

develop further. 

  

 

Science Dates: new episodes 
In the new ‘Science Dates’-series, the VB and NIG bring together two young 

academics for a glance into the life of a social science researcher! The first 

season is live. Watch all five episodes here. Episodes of Science Dates are 

either in Dutch or English, with subtitles. Do you want to participate in the next 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOL_ynxVowcRTju7e8UqlqfKxzw6Lgvac
https://www.nigovernance.nl/international-advisory-council/


 

season? Let us know at sciencedates@bestuurskunde.nl. Also, follow us on 

Linkedin (Science Dates) and Twitter (@ScienceDates). Science Dates is 

brought to you by Bart Haagsma, Bert Fraussen, Glenn Houtgraaf, Shelena 

Keulemans and Henrico van Roekel. Supported by NIG and the VB. 

 

 

NIG Editors webinar 

In this NIG webinar, Managing Director Noor de Boer and NIG student assistant 

Tara Tankink talk with four prominent Editors in our field about topics you – our 

NIG community – submitted. Click here to watch all five episodes. Since 

recording this webinar, both Noor de Boer and Tara Tankink have handed over 

their NIG duties.  

  

 

mailto:sciencedates@bestuurskunde.nl
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbwrzNtyTFSRHuZCnn-HDKECBgGaHBRX7
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbwrzNtyTFSRHuZCnn-HDKECBgGaHBRX7


 

Message from the PhD-council 
If you, as PhD, have any questions or feedback regarding NIG, please contact 

your local PhD-council member. We are here to help answer your questions 

and represent your concerns at the NIG 

• Wouter Lammers, chair of the PhD council, KU 

Leuven  (wouter.lammers@kuleuven.be) 

• Moniek Akerboom, Leiden University 

(m.d.akerboom@fgga.leidenuniv.nl) 

• Krista Ettlinger, Utrecht University (k.m.ettlinger@uu.nl) 

• Benjamin Leidorf-Tida, Vrije Universiteit (b.j.a.leidorf-tida@vu.nl) 

• Joëlle van der Meer, Erasmus University (j.j.s.vandermeer@essb.eur.nl) 

• Lars Stevenson, Radboud University (lars.stevenson@ru.nl) 

• Jelle Turkenburg, Twente University (j.turkenburg@utwente.nl) 

• Steven de Vadder, Antwerp University 

(steven.devadder@uantwerpen.be) 

• Simone van de Wetering, Tilburg University 

(S.A.L.vdWetering@tilburguniversity.edu) 

 

 

VB Essay contest 
On 8 March 2023, the Dutch Association for Public Administration (VB) 

celebrates its 50th anniversary.  For this reason, the VB is organizing an essay 

competition for students, young civil servants and young scientists. They are 

interested in your vision on how public administration as an academic discipline 

can be of positive significance for a self-chosen societal issue in the next fifty 

years. The deadline for the final essay is on January 8th. Click here for more 

information. 

 

All the best,  

The NIG team 
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https://jubileum.bestuurskunde.nl/essay/

